Highlight
An unusually massive big sagebrush plant has been discover&d growing in fhe White Mountains in eastern California. This plant is almost 15 ff tall, has an average crown spread of 11 ff, and ifs main trunk is 48 inches in circumference at ground level. The aggregate value of this monarch shrub is 65.4.
A big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata Nutt.) plant-believed to be the most massive of its species-has been discovered in eastern California. It is growing in the shadow of White Mountain-one of the tallest mountain peaks in the United States. This plant is nearly 15 ft tall, its crown spread averages 11 ft, and its main trunk measures 48 inches circumference at ground level ( Fig. 1  and 2) .
Size of the plant was gauged by the formula developed to determine bigness in trees (Dixson, 1961) , but the formula was modified to accommodate distinguished shrubs (Nerd, 1962; Driscoll, 1963) . The aggregate value of this plant is 65.4, based upon measurements shown in Table 1 .
The plant branches appear just above the ground surface. Three main stems range from 20 to 25 inches circumference at 1 ft above the surface; the largest is 19 inches circumference at breast height. The monarch specimen is located about 300 ft east of the road that fords Wyman Creek, in the NE %, Section 20, T. 6 S., R. 36 E.; it stands about 5 miles northeast of Deep Springs College, the nearest inhabited place, and 33 miles northeast of Big Pine. An unimproved road extends into the area; however, it is advisable to use either a jeep or pickup truck to drive to the site of this plant.
The sagebrush stand, where this specimen grows, is at an elevation of about 6,600 f,t near the mouth of Wyman Creek. It covers several acres in a canyon bottom that is as much 1 The weighted values in this index were obtained in the same way as those used to determine bigness in trees, except that stem circumference was measured at ground level instead of 4% feet.
to the climate, which is very arid. Average annual precipitation is estimated to be about 6 inches, but in some years it may be much less. At the Deep Springs College gauging station, rainfall was less than 3 inches in 1964 (U. S. Weather Bureau, 1964 (Driscoll, 1963; Nord, 1962 ) -or big trees (Dixson, 1961) .
